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Learning Portfolios & Eportfolios – What’s the Value Added?  
 

(by Wayne Hall, with thanks to Lisa Meloncon and Joyce Malek – Dec. 2011) 
 

 What is a Learning Portfolio?  

One definition of a Learning Portfolio: 

The learning portfolio is a flexible, evidence-based tool that engages students in a 

process of continuous reflection and collaborative analysis of learning.  As written text, 

electronic display, or other creative project, the portfolio captures the scope, richness, 

and relevance of students’ intellectual development, critical judgment, and academic 

skills.  The portfolio focuses on purposefully and collaboratively selected reflections and 

evidence for both improvement and assessment of students’ learning. (John 

Zubizarreta, The Learning Portfolio: Reflective Practice for Improving Student Learning. 

Jossey-Bass, 2009, p. 20) 

 

 What does it have to do with UC?  

o Relationship to Student Learning Outcomes, Semester Conversion, Course Redesign, and 

Integrated Core Learning (ICL) 

 http://www.uc.edu/conversion/  

 http://www.uc.edu/icl/  

 

 What are some benefits of eportfolios for students? 

o Showcase knowledge and skills gained from a program of study (on the job market, for 

applications to law school or graduate school) 

o Manage, organize, and review progress as it relates to expected learning 

o Gain a vehicle for making learning visible and facilitating conversations and other 

interactions among students and faculty 

o Treat learning as an integrated and more purposeful activity, as a “fund of knowledge” 

gathered over time (per Kathleen Yancey) 

o Unify the delivered curriculum (provided in the classroom) with the experienced 

curriculum (what students learn through structured experiences outside the classroom) 

and with the lived curriculum (what students bring with them from past experience or 

non-academic experience) 

o Increase one’s sense of the transfer of knowledge or skills from one learning experience 

to another 

o Document and add value to out-of-class experiences such as service learning, 

internships, or co-op 

o Promote metacognitive reflection 

o Promote a sense of ownership over one’s accomplishments 

o Share documents and learning with others 

o Create a sense of learning as a shared and collaborative activity 

 

http://www.uc.edu/conversion/
http://www.uc.edu/icl/
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 What are some benefits of eportfolios for faculty? 

o Enhance student learning through developing meta-cognition, learning technology skills, 

showcasing of student skills and knowledge 

o Manage student work for purposes of feedback and evaluation 

o Assessment (of the institution, the program, the course, the student) 

o Develop a portfolio for purposes of reappointment, promotion, tenure, or a job search, 

or as a teaching portfolio to facilitate instruction  

o Reflect on learning outcomes in relation to practice 

o Develop a common language and understanding of program/institutional outcomes 

o Share teaching materials with colleagues to facilitate research on student learning, best-

practices approaches to classroom instruction, or curriculum review. 

o Become immersed in an atmosphere focusing on reflective practice 

o Promote discussions/collaborations--portfolios as a means for participation in collective 

decision making and “deliberative assessment” 

 

 How can portfolios do all that? 

o In part because they encourage reflection:  

“[R]eflection entails a looking forward to goals we might attain, as well as a casting 

backward to see where we have been. When we reflect, we thus project and review, 

often putting the projections and the reviews in dialogue with each other, working 

dialectically to discover what we know, what we have learned, and what we might 

understand” (Kathleen Yancey, Reflection in the Writing Classroom  6).  

 Reflection entails writing, the act of which requires attention and intention, a means to 

organize thoughts and assess what we know and where we can go.  

 Reiteration aids this process through a comparison of reflections developed over time. 

 

 Why might the “e” come into all of this? 

o Multi-media artifacts can be included 

o A format that can be readily expanded and revised 

o A format that can be readily shared 

o Most importantly: a dynamic format that can be navigated in multiple and non-linear 

ways by a reader making purposeful choices 

 

 How could I assess portfolios and reflection as a class assignment? 

o See the “Assessing and evaluating” page elsewhere in this eCobbling site. 

 

See also Kathleen Blake Yancey’s article “Postmodernism, Palimpsest, and Portfolios: Theoretical Issues 

in the Representation of Student Work” (College Composition and Communication 55:4, June 2004) – at 

http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/departments/studevgt/onlinsts/Resources/postmodernism.pdf 

http://www.montgomerycollege.edu/departments/studevgt/onlinsts/Resources/postmodernism.pdf

